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SEARCH INSTITUTE SECURES MATCH TO RECEIVE $4.9 MILLION 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION GRANT TO INCREASE STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT

Impacting Over 7,500 Students Across Four Pilot Sites, Search Institute’s Building Assets-Reducing Risks Program is One of 49 Recognized through the Investing in Innovation Fund

(Minneapolis, MN-September 9, 2010)  Announced in August, The U.S. Department of Education (USDE) recognized Minneapolis-based Search Institute® as one of the national 2010 Investing in Innovation Fund’s (i3) highest-rated programs. As one of only 49 programs to receive funding, Search Institute was charged with securing $1 million (a 20 percent match) in funds in order to receive the USDE i3 grant of $4,999,711. Securing the match gives Search Institute nearly $6 million to expand its Building Assets-Reducing Risks® (BARR) program to more than 7,500 American students over the next four years.   

Search Institute is proud to partner with the U.S. Department of Education as well as the following organizations and individuals to increase student achievement: The Cargill Foundation, Best Buy Children's Foundation, The Minneapolis Foundation, The Rural School and Community Trust, Target Corporation, The Curtis L. Carlson Family Foundation, Otto Bremer Foundation, and members of Search Institute’s Board of Directors. 

Search Institute would also like to recognize Naviance, a partner that has generously donated an in-kind gift of its Naviance Succeed software to support data services at our pilot sites.
 “I am extremely excited for this opportunity to expand BARR both internally at St. Louis Park High School as well as externally to our sister schools in Maine and California,” says Angela Jerabek, M.S., creator and founder of the BARR program. “We look forward to seeing the positive impact of this successful prevention program.” 

BARR, with an emphasis on high-need students, student achievement, and student growth, focuses on the first year of high school (grade 9) because of the at-risk nature of this transition year. The goal of BARR is to increase student achievement for all first-year high school students by using the framework of Developmental Assets® to improve school climate. Through whole-school reforms, it creates caring and supportive relationships to assist students in dealing with high school academic expectations. BARR helps educators systematize, focus, and develop practices for helping students succeed, and increases teacher effectiveness through training, use of student data, and utilization of best practices. The program is designed to reduce academic failure, increase student attendance, decrease disciplinary incidents, and decrease alcohol, tobacco, and other drug use. The BARR program was developed in St. Louis Park, Minnesota, where, with the i3 funding, it will be expanded to include students in grades 10 through 12 with innovations that support college access and success. Search Institute will be partnering with the highly successful program Admission Possible to develop these college- and career-readiness components
“Because building Developmental Assets is a critical academic strategy, we know this project will promote achievement among students of all socio-economic backgrounds,” says Search Institute President and CEO, Peter L. Benson, Ph.D. 

Search Institute will partner with four school districts to implement the nearly $6 million grant, including St. Louis Park, Minnesota (District 283); Madison Area District, Maine (MSAD 59); Bucksport District, Maine (RSU 25); and Hemet Unified School District in Hemet, California. 

BARR has been implemented and evaluated and has demonstrated results in reducing risk behaviors (failures, illegal substance use, truancy) and increasing thriving behaviors. It is listed in SAMHSA’s National Registry of Evidence-based Programs and Practices (NREPP), and U.S. senators Amy Klobuchar and Al Franken (D-Minn.) and U.S. representative Keith Ellison (D-Minn.) all wrote letters to Secretary of Education Arne Duncan strongly supporting Search Institute’s application for the i3 fund.


About the Investing in Innovation Fund (i3) 
The Investing in Innovation Fund, established under section 14007 of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA), provides funding to support (1) local educational agencies (LEAs), and (2) nonprofit organizations in partnership with (a) one or more LEAs or (b) a consortium of schools. The purpose of this program is to provide competitive grants to applicants with a record of improving student achievement and attainment in order to expand the implementation of, and investment in, innovative practices that are demonstrated to have an impact on improving student achievement or student growth, closing achievement gaps, decreasing dropout rates, increasing high school graduation rates, or increasing college enrollment and completion rates. 

About Search Institute

Search Institute is an independent nonprofit organization whose mission is to provide leadership, knowledge, and resources to promote healthy children, youth, schools, and communities. To accomplish this mission, the institute generates and communicates new knowledge, and brings together community, state, and national leaders.  At the heart of the institute's work is the framework of 40 Developmental Assets, which are positive experiences and personal qualities that young people need to grow up healthy, caring, and responsible. For more information, go to www.search-institute.org or contact Deena Bartley 612.399.0226 or deenab@search-institute.org
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