How, Exactly, Do You Define Asset Building?

Recently, this question was posed to members of Search Institute’s Healthy Communities • Healthy Youth (HCHY) listserv.  Here are some suggestions from people in the field:
· "We help young people to identify the strengths, activities, and relationships that will provide them with happy, healthy, successful futures."
· At South Side Community Center, staff members describe our asset 
building work as "growing kids' strengths through INTENTIONAL 
RELATIONSHIPS".


Jenni Murtaugh, Youth Services Director 

Community and Family Resource Center, Inc.

· "For 40 years we've been masters of the "Science of Falling Down." An Asset 
orientation is the "Science of Getting Up." 

· "Identifying what is right and learning how to use it - vs- Focusing on what 
is wrong and trying to fix it."

· “Asset work with challenging teens has been described as "problem-driven but 
not problem-focused." When Strength-based/Asset-Building approaches are used in Child Welfare, Juvenile Delinquency or Adolescent Substance Abuse work we set our efforts to resolve the presenting problems just like any other approach does (i.e., "problem driven") but in doing so, we do not fixate on the problems and failure but rather the hopes, dreams, proclivities, wants and desires and talents of those that are troubled (i.e., "not problem-focused.")”


 Michael D. Clark, MSW, LMSW 

Director, Center for Strength-Based Strategies
· “ ‘Seeing kids as assets, not liabilities’ is the statement our Executive 
Director, Craig Panzano, uses when speaking on the importance of Assets.”
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