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SEARCH INSTITUTE HOSTS FIRST-OF-ITS-KIND GATHERING 
FOR ALL WHO CARE ABOUT KIDS
BigTent Is the World’s Leading Conference for All People and Organizations Who Care about Schools, Youth, Families, and Communities 

(Minneapolis, MN, September 2, 2010)—Search Institute believes that no single person or program has all of the answers for today’s youth. The BigTent Conference brings together multiple organizations and individuals committed to helping young people thrive. With multiple perspectives and approaches under one “big tent,” Search Institute hopes that organizations and individuals can come together to share strategies, build relationships, learn new techniques, and engage in meaningful dialog that will maximize the impact of existing messages, programs, and efforts. 
BigTent links people with a deep understanding of the issues our children, schools, communities, and families face. Building upon more than 50 years of positive youth-development work, Search Institute has convened partners and change-makers dedicated to making a difference for youth. 

What:
BigTent is the world’s leading conference for people who care about schools, youth, families, and communities. This gathering is an invitation to all individuals and organizations to come together and align individual strengths and priorities in order to make a difference for youth.
Who:
Youth serving organizations, youth, educators, administrators, social workers, parent educators, business and community leaders 

When:
November 18-20, 2010
Where:
Houston, Texas

George R. Brown Convention Center


3 Days


3000 People


Coming together for kids


Register today: www.bigtentconference.com
Joining Search Institute, the Founding Partners of BigTent include: American Association of School Administrators, America’s Promise Alliance, American Institutes for Research, the Forum for Youth Investment, the National Collaboration for Youth, and the United Way.
Search Institute is proud to partner with the following BigTent sponsors: Holthouse Foundation for Kids, nFocus Software, Capital One Financial Corporation, Park Nicollet Foundation, Naviance, and the YMCAs of Greater Houston, Metropolitan Dallas, Metropolitan Fort Worth, and Austin, TX.

About Holthouse Foundation for Kids
Holthouse Foundation for Kids supports the growth of organizations that provide proactive programs for at-risk youth. Together, we promote life skills, character education, and entrepreneurship. The foundation strives to create opportunities for the youth of America to take ownership of their lives by becoming successful, contributing members of society. Through these efforts, Holthouse Foundation for Kids looks to the youth of today to be the leaders of tomorrow. www.hffk.org
About nFocus Software

For more than 16 years, nFocus Software has provided community-based organizations, social service agencies, public schools, and government entities with the ability to track, trend and measure the impact of their programs and services. As the leader in data-driven decision-making solutions that improve performance, accountability, and results, nFocus Software’s products track and measure outcomes for more than 3.8 million children in all 50 states and in Canada. Our solutions capably assist organizations ranging from local sites with fewer than 100 individuals, to statewide deployments that are serving thousands, to the United States Army, where our systems track the training and mission readiness of all 1.4 million soldiers. www.nfocus.com
About Capital One
Capital One Financial Corporation is a Fortune 500 company that offers a broad spectrum of financial products and services to consumers, small businesses and commercial clients. We believe that financial education and money management skills are crucial building blocks for economic success. That’s why we invest in financial literacy programs tailored for individuals at each stage of their lives—from elementary school through adulthood. Together with Search Institute, we created Bank It, an interactive online learning environment that helps teens and parents talk about, understand and manage their money, available at www.BankIt.com.
About Search Institute

Search Institute is an independent nonprofit organization whose mission is to provide leadership, knowledge, and resources to promote healthy children, youth, schools, and communities. To accomplish this mission, the institute generates and communicates new knowledge, and brings together community, state, and national leaders. At the heart of the institute's work is the framework of 40 Developmental Assets, which are positive experiences and personal qualities that young people need to grow up healthy, caring, and responsible. For more information, go to www.bigtentconference.com or www.search-institute.org, or contact Kaija Shaffer at 612-692-5555, kaijas@search-institute.org. 
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