Klobuchar, Franken, Ellison Announce St. Louis Park School Program’s Selection For National Implementation
The Search Institute, A Minnesota Organization, Has Been Awarded Almost $5,000,000 To Expand St. Louis Park’s BARR Program 

WASHINGTON, D.C. [08/05/10] – Today, U.S. Sens. Amy Klobuchar and Al Franken (D-Minn.) and Rep. Keith Ellison (D-Minn.) announced that the Department of Education (ED) has awarded $4,999,711 to the Minnesota based Search Institute to expand an innovative St. Louis Park High School academic program. Sens. Klobuchar and Franken and Rep. Ellison all wrote letters to Secretary of Education Arne Duncan strongly supporting the Search Institute’s application for the ED’s Investing in Innovation (i3) fund. 
 
“As a former prosecutor who launched a major anti-truancy initiative, I know how critical it is that we keep kids off the streets and in classroom seats,” Sen. Klobuchar said. “If we can help kids make sound educational choices, we can get them the tools and skills they’ll need in planning bright futures. It is one of the best investments we can make as a country.”

“St. Louis park has been a national leader in ninth grade education because of its innovative and successful BARR program,” said Sen. Franken. “I applaud the Search Institute and St. Louis Park High School for expanding this program and improving the lives of young people around the country.  I can’t think of a program more deserving or with more potential.”

“For more than a decade, the Building Assets, Reducing Risks (BARR) program has yielded positive results by giving educators the tools they need to reduce truancy and drug use and to increase academic achievement in our schools,” said Congressman Ellison. “The BARR program is proof that investing in education for our nation’s children pays dividends for the future of our country. I am proud to have supported the Recovery Act which provided funds for this critical education effort.” 

St. Louis Park High School’s Building Assets–Reducing Risks (BARR) program has documented success in reducing academic failure, truancy rates, disciplinary incidents, and alcohol, tobacco and other drug use among 9th graders. It has also helped close the achievement gap.  
 
The BARR approach relies heavily on creating caring and supportive relationships through whole-school reforms to assist students in dealing with high school academic expectations.  It helps educators systematize, focus, and makes promising practices for helping students succeed. The target population for the BARR program is all 9th grade students because of the at-risk nature of this transition year and is a whole school reform effort. The program also increases teacher effectiveness through training, use of student data, and utilization of best practices.
 
The Search Institute is a Minnesota-based nonprofit dedicated to creating healthy communities for every young person. The i3 grant will enable BARR to expand its reach in Minnesota to include grades 10th, 11th, and 12th and be replicated in schools around the country. 
 
The ED’s i3 fund invests in strategies and practices that show promise but need additional resources to achieve scale. 

You can download the letters below:


Klobuchar: http://franken.senate.gov/files/letter/Klobuchar_BARR_Letter.pdf
Franken: http://franken.senate.gov/files/letter/Franken_BARR_Letter.pdf
Ellison: http://franken.senate.gov/files/letter/Ellison_BARR_Letter.pdf 

