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MINNNESOTA HIGH SCHOOL DROPOUT EPIDEMIC 

In Collaboration with Minnesota Alliance with Youth, Graduation Summit Will Be Held 
November 17–18 to Improve Engagement of Youth in School and Increase Graduation Rates for All Minnesota Students
WHAT:
Minnesota Graduation Summit (Two-Day Event)
The Minnesota Alliance with Youth, in collaboration with Search Institute®, the National Youth Leadership Council (NYLC), the Minnesota Department of Education (MDE), and State Farm Insurance, are hosting a two-day Minnesota Dropout Summit to address increasing high school dropout rates in Minnesota.

WHY: 
The goal of the Minnesota Dropout Prevention Summit is to increase involvement, produce a plan, and gain a commitment for supporting students on the path to high school graduation in Minnesota. In addition, the summit will educate and implore leaders and policymakers to strengthen current efforts, stop the dropout epidemic, and initiate new strategic policies, activities, and programs that support young people. 
----------------------------------DAY ONE----------------------------------

WHEN:
NOVEMBER 17, 2009

Metro Graduation Summit: Strategies for Engaging Youth in Schools


9:00–3:30
9:45 AM Keynote: Dr. Peter Benson, President and CEO of Minneapolis-based Search Institute®, is one of the world’s leading authorities on positive human development. He will showcase state and local programs tied to effective strategies for dropout prevention.
WHO: 
Youth, school administrators, teachers, and community members from 20 metro-wide schools who are


invested in promoting positive youth development and engagement in school and learning, leading to

graduation and positive post-secondary outcomes.
WHERE:


TIES Building

1667 Snelling Avenue North (near Larpenteur)


Falcon Heights, MN 55108
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----------------------------------DAY TWO----------------------------------

WHEN: 
NOVEMBER 18, 2009

Statewide Graduation Summit: Policy and Action

12:00–5:00 PM

Featuring student speakers and education specialists, as well as a roundtable discussion.
WHO: 
State-level policymakers.
WHERE:
State Farm Insurance, Twin Cities Operations Center 


1285 Northland Drive


Mendota Heights, MN 55120-1139
Active involvement will include representatives from the Minneapolis Mayor’s Office, the Minneapolis School District, the St. Paul Mayor’s Office, and the St. Paul School District. Funding is being provided by America’s Promise Alliance as part of a multi-year effort to mobilize leadership summits across the country in order to address the high school dropout crisis.
The 2009 Metro-wide and Statewide Summits will build on the established foundations and accomplishments of the previous 2007 Statewide Graduation Improvement Summit, the 2008 community mini-summits, and MDE’s Dropout Prevention Initiative’s work (2005–2009). In this way, Minnesota will continue to build a state-level message promoting positive youth development, highlighting the five promises and Developmental Assets®, and building supports to facilitate successful school completion.
Search Institute® is the leading innovator in discovering what children and adolescents need to become caring, healthy, and responsible adults. Search Institute® conducts research, communicates new knowledge, and brings together community, state, and national leaders. For more information, visit www.search-institute.org. 
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