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MEDIA ALERT
October 14, 2009
Contact: Kaija Shaffer

Cell: 612-802-9667

Office: 612-692-5555

SO! HOW ARE THE ADULTS?
Search Institute’s Nathan Eklund Challenges and Inspires Education Minnesota to Stop the TEACHER Drop-Out Epidemic
What: 
Nathan Eklund, Senior Education Consultant for Search Institute®, will address the Education Minnesota Conference about educator job satisfaction and retention. His challenge to attendees is to remember that schools are workplaces as well as learning places. Educators can empower themselves to make changes that improve workplace climate and job satisfaction. Nearly 50 percent of teachers leave the profession within the first five years of teaching, and many cite lack of collegiality and dissatisfaction with workplace climate as primary reasons. Because the influence of the classroom teacher is the single most important factor in predicting student academic success, schools desperately need to overcome the barriers to retaining high-quality teachers.

Who:
Nathan Eklund, M.Ed., Senior Education Consultant, Search Institute and Author of How Was Your Day at School: Improving Dialogue about Teacher Job Satisfaction (Search Institute Press, January 2009)
When:
Thursday, October 15, 2009

1:00-2:00 PM

Where:
St. Paul RiverCentre

Ballroom A

Nathan Eklund, M.Ed., is a Senior Education Consultant for Minneapolis-based Search Institute. As a professional speaker and educational trainer, he is on a mission to advocate for improved work climate in schools. Eklund spent 12 years as a high school teacher and coach. He lives in Minneapolis with his wife and two young sons.
Search Institute® is the nation’s leading “action tank” for helping communities “grow great kids.” Search Institute conducts research, communicates new knowledge, and brings together community, state, and national leaders to help kids become caring, healthy, and responsible adults. At the heart of the institute's work is the framework of the 40 Developmental Assets®, which are positive experiences and personal qualities that all young people need to succeed. Search Institute is an independent, nonprofit, nonsectarian organization whose mission is to provide leadership, knowledge, and resources to promote healthy children, youth, and communities. For more information, visit www.search-institute.org.
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