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MEDIA ALERT
October 5, 2009
Contact: Kaija Shaffer

Cell: 612-802-9667

Office: 612-692-5555

NATIONAL YOUTH DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE
COMES TO CINCINNATI IN NOVEMBER- SPECIAL OHIO DISCOUNT
With 50 Years of Expertise, Search Institute Leads 

Youth, Community, and School Programs from Surviving to Thriving
What:
The premier conference in North America for people who care about youth. Over 1500 attendees will gather at the Duke Energy Convention Center in Cincinnati, OH, on November 5,  2009 for the 13th annual Search Institute® Healthy Communities ● Healthy Youth® Conference. Adolescent and adult attendees will connect with national experts and organizational leaders from around the world as they build knowledge, skills, enthusiasm and camaraderie for positive youth development. Conference activities include: over 100 learning sessions, groundbreaking research initiatives, youth activities, exhibits, and keynote presentations from experts who know what kids need to succeed. 
Who:
Educators, Youth Workers, School Administrators, Over 400 Youth, Family Advocates, and YOU!

OHIO EDUCATOR DISCOUNT of $495


Go to www.searchconference.org 


When registering, enter admin code: latereg 
When:
November 5–7, 2009
Where:
Millennium Hotel, Duke Energy Convention Center, Cincinnati, OH
Speakers and Guests:
· Dr. Chris Peterson and Dr. Nansook Park positive psychology pioneers who will reinforce the implementations of creating asset rich, strength based environments.
· Dr. María Guajardo, licensed child psychologist and Executive Director of the Mayor’s Office of Education and Children in Denver, CO will share her personal story and how she became an award winning educator.
· Peter Block, renowned author, speaker, and consultant.  He will speak about creating communities that work for all through the use of constant connectedness.
· Dr. Peter Benson, President and CEO of Minneapolis-based Search Institute, is one of the world’s leading authorities on positive human development. He weaves together rigorous scholarship with a passionate commitment to understanding—and influencing—society to be more attentive to children and adolescents.
Healthy Communities • Healthy Youth (HC • HY) is a national initiative launched by Search Institute in 1996 to equip and support communities around the world that are engaging multiple sectors to build Developmental Assets® in young people.  The 2009 Search Conference is designed for and by youth and community development practitioners to inspire participants to strengthen and deepen connections. Youth advocates and program leaders from around the world bring successful practices to this annual conference.  
Signature Sponsor: The Ready by 21 National Partnership is an unprecedented coalition of prominent national organizations whose members reach more than 100 million children and youth across the country. Search Institute is a part of the Ready by 21 National Partnership.  www.readyby21.org 

Signature Sponsor: Best Buy @15 gives teens a voice and builds upon the unique relationship shared between Best Buy and teens by listening, supporting, and helping provide opportunities for teens.  Visit www.@15.com  for teen-led social change.

In addition to Ready by 21 and Best Buy @15, the 2009 Search Conference is sponsored by: HoltHouse- Prepared 4 Life, Houston Endowment, Lilly Endowment Inc., ASAP Center, Project 40, United Way of Greater Cincinnati, and Park Nicollet.  Supporting partners include the YMCA of Greater Cincinnati and MVParents.com.  www.searchconference.org
Search Institute® is the leading innovator in discovering what children and adolescents need to become caring, healthy, and responsible adults.  Search Institute® conducts research, communicates new knowledge, and brings together community, state, and national leaders. For more information, visit www.search-institute.org.
###
