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Media Alert
September 2, 2009

Contact: Kaija Shaffer

office: 612-692-5555

Mobile: 612-802-9667

Search Institute and Peter Benson to Join Senator Amy Klobuchar 
in Announcing New Bill for Positive Youth Development 
and School Success
Press Conference To Be Held Tomorrow- September 3, 2009
What:  
U.S. Senator Amy Klobuchar will hold a news conference at Mounds View Public Schools to announce national anti-truancy legislation she is introducing in the Senate this month, and she will also highlight the changes she wants to see in the federal No Child Left Behind law, which is up for reauthorization by Congress this year. 
Peter Benson, President and CEO of search Institute®, will address the need for the “Student Attendance Success Act” which addresses the lack of federal legislation to identify specific identifiers and factors, developed in middle school (grades 5-9), that lead to later truancy in school. Studies show that truancy issues are community problems, not just school problems. 
The “Student Attendance Success Act” consists of three components that support programs and practices to help young people. 
1. Grant Program- This bill will create a discretionary grant program throught the US Department of Education for school districts with a documented history of significatn truancy in grades 5 though 9.    
2. Uniform Definition and Data Collection- This bill will detremine the definition of truancy for all U.S. schools in order to eliminate inconsistencies in truancy data.
3. National Resource Center- This bill will establish a national resource center to serve as a clearinghouse for schools, principals, school officers, parent-teacher associations, and community groups to receive free information to infuse innovative strategies that engage students in their school.

When: 
Thursday, September 3



2:00 p.m.

Where: 
Mounds View Public Schools



District Board Room

350 Hwy 96 W

Shoreview, MN 55126

Who: 
Senator Amy Klobuchar will be joined by: 

Peter Benson, President and CEO of Minneapolis-Based Search Institute 
Jackie Magnuson, President, Minnesota School Boards Association

Charlie Kyte, Executive Director, Minnesota Association of School Administrators

Paul Mueller, Vice President, Education Minnesota

Dan Hoverman, Superintendent of Mounds View Public Schools

Search Institute® is an independent, nonprofit, nonsectarian organization whose mission is to provide leadership, knowledge, and resources to promote healthy children, youth, and communities. To accomplish this mission, the institute conducts research, communicates new knowledge, and brings together community, state, and national leaders. For more information, visit www.search-institute.org or call 612-692-5555. 
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