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MINNESOTA’S PETER BENSON TO JOIN THE DALAI LAMA IN EDUCATION REFORM DIALOGUE AT NATIONAL CONFERENCE
Search Institute President to Discuss Compassion and Empathy at October Conference: Educating World Citizens for the 21st Century

Who:
A world leader in positive youth development, Peter Benson, Ph.D. will join His Holiness, the Dalai Lama and other world-renowned educators, scientists, and contemplatives to explore new avenues for science and educational practice related to the cultivation of positive human qualities. 


Peter L. Benson, president and CEO of Minneapolis-based Search Institute®, is one of the world’s leading authorities on positive human development. He weaves together rigorous scholarship with a passionate commitment to understanding—and influencing—society to be more attentive to children and adolescents. His insight, vision, and passion have made him a widely sought speaker, writer, and consultant for major national and international events and policy initiatives.

What: 
Mind and Life XIX Educating World Citizens for the 21st Century brings together world-renowned educators, scientists, and contemplatives, with the Dalai Lama presiding, to explore new avenues for science and educational practice related to the cultivation of these positive human qualities —mindful awareness, self-control, social responsibility and concern for the welfare of others –among children, youth, and the adults who educate them. Discussions will focus on research that indicates that school-based programs may be the best way for children to develop the non-academic skills necessary to be successful and contributing members of our society.
When:             Educating World Citizens for the 21st Century will take place October 8-9, 2009.  www.educatingworldcitizens.org 
Where:
DAR Constitution Hall, Washington, D.C.
Why: 
Leading educators, scientists and policy makers will discuss how mindfulness-based curriculums and programs can deliver improved educational environments, especially for students exposed to risk factors such as poverty, violence and divorce. 
Search Institute® is an independent, nonprofit, nonsectarian organization whose mission is to provide leadership, knowledge, and resources to promote healthy children, youth, and communities. To accomplish this mission, the institute conducts research, communicates new knowledge, and brings together community, state, and national leaders. For more information, visit www.search-institute.org.

###

