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Groups, Troops, Clubs, & Classrooms:  
The Essential Handbook for Working with Youth
Susan Ragsdale and Ann Saylor

Are you ready to infuse your classroom or program with a  
strength-based approach? Then look no further than 
Groups, Troops, Clubs and Classrooms. This inspiring 
guide is for teachers, volunteers, group leaders, youth 
counselors, coaches, and anyone who works with young 
people. Readers will learn about how young people are 
wired, how to create inviting classrooms and meeting 
spaces, and how to connect with students in meaningful, 
lasting ways. Numerous games, activities, icebreakers, and 
quizzes will keep you and your young people engaged and 
motivated. 274 pages.

Item 0889 $15.95

NEW PUBLICATIONS 
TO ENCOURAGE A STRENGTH-BASED APPROACH

150 Ways to Show Kids You Care Poster 
Revised and Updated!

With more than six million copies in print, this classic 
poster reminds adults to take the time to engage with 
children through small yet powerful efforts. Like all 
of Search Institute’s work, the double-sided poster 
translates scientific research into simple, actionable 
advice. Perfect for teachers, youth workers, parents, 
congregations, and community programs, this 
updated poster features bilingual advice—English on 
one side, Spanish on the reverse side. 5.5 x 33.5, folds 
to 5.5 x 3.75, pack of 15.

Item 0501 $16.95 

An invaluable guide to 
bringing out the best in 
all young people.”

—John S. Gomperts, 
President and CEO, 

America’s Promise Alliance

I love how this book views young people as leaders to be 
empowered rather than problems to be fixed.”

—Dr. Eboo Patel, Founder and President, Interfaith Youth Core



Great Group Games: 175 Boredom-Busting, Zero-Prep Team 
Builders for All Ages
By Susan Ragsdale and Ann Saylor
This bestselling book offers games and activities that disband cliques, 
help newcomers feel welcome, and turn participants into friends.  
228 pages.

Item 0439 $16.95

Igniting Sparks Curricula
These inspiring classroom kits help students discover their unique 
interests. Kits include Instructor Guide, Spark Student Motivation, 
posters, stickers, and wristbands. 

Elementary School Kit Item 0056 $99.95
Middle School Kit Item 0057 $99.95
High School Kit Item 0058 $99.95
Out of School Time Kit Item 0049 $110.95

Asset Approach Booklet
This bestselling, affordable booklet explains the Developmental Assets 
in simple language and presents ideas on changing the lives of young 
people. 8 pages.

English Item 0366 $14.95
Spanish Item 0399 $14.95

Take It Personally: Valuable Insights for People Who Care 
about Kids
By Jolene Roehlkepartain
This guide features information on building the Developmental Assets 
through reaching out to youth, leading parent groups, and training 
educators and youth leaders. 84 pages.

Single Copy Item 0415 $9.95
5-Pack Item 0794 $44.95

40 Ways Anyone Can Build Assets Poster
This colorful poster spells out easy ways to build assets.  
Pack of 20, 5 ½”  x 33 ½”.

Item 0905 $16.95 
 

BESTSELLING PUBLICATIONS THAT PUT 
RESEARCH INTO PRACTICE



Learn More  
Search Institute has hundreds of publications to help you bring out 
the best in your work with young people.  

Visit our online store at www.searchinginstitutestore.org or call 
1-877-240-7251.

Prices and availability may change.

Spark Student Motivation: 101 Easy Activities for 
Cooperative Learning 
By Jolene Roehlkepartain
Based on Search Institute’s innovative “Sparks” research, teachers will 
find a fun mix of classroom activities that tap into students’ interests and 
learning styles. 160 pages.

Item 0015 $16.95

The Mentor’s Field Guide: Answers You Need  
to Help Kids Succeed
By Gail Manza and Susan K. Patrick
These youth development experts address a spectrum of common and 
sensitive mentor-mentee concerns, offering a range of resources and 
suggestions. 240 pages.

Item 0787 $16.95 

Great Places to Learn, Second Edition:   
Creating Asset-Building Schools That Help Students Succeed
By Neal Starkman, Ph.D., Peter C. Scales, Ph.D., and Clay Roberts
This book illuminates the research that shows how schools can help K-12 
students become healthy, caring, responsible members of society.  
216 pages.

Item 0721 $34.95 

You Can Make a Difference for Kids Booklet
This bestselling booklet introduces the assets, summarizes the research, 
and tells parents, mentors, and other adults how to get started in making a 
difference in the lives of kids. 8 pages, pack of 15.

Item 0788  $20.95

40 Developmental Assets Tablet 
Use these tear-off pages as handouts, posters, and take-home pieces.  
Pad of 50 pages, 8 ½” x 11”.

Item 0278 $10.95



Learn more at www.search-institute.org   •  1-877-240-7251

STUDENT SURVEYS 
GO BEYOND TEST SCORES AND LISTEN TO YOUNG 

PEOPLE’S  VOICES

Our Most Popular Instruments
The Attitudes & Behaviors (Grades 6-12) survey as  
well as our Me & My World (Grades 4-6) survey provide 
a detailed snapshot in time of your young peoples’ attitudes, 
behaviors, and experiences. (Commonly used as a needs 
assessment.)

The Developmental Assets Profile is a brief strength-based 
survey typically used for measuring internal strengths and 
external supports in your young people and how they change 
over time. (Commonly used for evaluation purposes.)

New Surveys Available in January 2015
The Out-of-School Time Program Quality Survey brings youth perspectives to your 
improvement strategies. It measures eight key elements of high-quality programs, such as 
program safety, opportunities to belong, and skill building. The survey sheds light on how 
young people’s perspectives vary by their level of participation and examines how program 
quality correlates with youth levels of Developmental Assets which are linked to academic, 
social-emotional, psychological, and behavioral well-being. This survey is appropriate for any 
organization that works with youth ages 10 to 18 outside of the classroom.

The Perseverance Survey helps schools focus on supporting young people to persevere through 
distraction and difficulty to accomplish challenging tasks in school and in life. This survey 
measures five dimensions of perseverance in school life: student identification and pursuit 
of deep interests, a vision and plans for future goals, a growth mindset, mental toughness, 
and support and challenge through relationships. This resulting report correlates perseverance 
with key indicators of academic success, including confidence, school engagement, mastery 
orientation, and self-reported grades. This survey supports Search Institute’s Perseverance 
Process and the underlying STICK TO IT framework. 

The Developmental Relationships Survey: School Version looks at the degree to which 
interactions with staff motivate and engage your students. This survey shows how students 
perceive relationships with school staff to promote the five core areas of Search Institute’s new 
Developmental Relationships Framework: expressing care, challenging growth, providing 
support, sharing power, and expanding possibilities.  This survey correlates student experience 
of developmental relationships with key ingredients for academic success, including school 
engagement, perseverance, and self-reported grades. 

The Survey of College Student Strengths helps colleges and universities assess the 
developmental relationships, strengths, and opportunities of their students. This survey 
connects those measures to the habits, skills, and attitudes that are essential for learning, 
working, and contributing to community. The resulting report highlights the current challenges 
that your students face, such as lack of work-life balance and other common barriers to 
academic success.

Learn More
To view samples of our avail-
able instruments as well as dis-
cuss which option is appropri-
ate to meet your needs, please 
contact Justin Roskopf, Senior 
Survey Specialist: 
justinr@search-institute.org or 
612-692-5510.



Learn more at www.search-institute.org 

Educators, youth workers, parents, and 
community members share a common 
goal—they all want to help young people 
succeed. Search Institute experts can help 
facilitate that goal through training and 
professional development. 

The Perseverance Process. This workshop intro-
duces participants to engaging research on motiva-
tion and persistence. Participants will learn practical 
strategies for strengthening kids’ perseverance in 
school and other areas of their lives.

Getting Relationships Right. This workshop 
introduces the five core components of the Devel-
opmental Relationships Framework. Participants will learn practical ways to put these 
concepts into practice while strengthening motivation, persistence, and other skills that 
are essential for success in school and beyond.

Engaging the New American Family. This workshop is for youth-serving organiza-
tions that work with parents and other family members. Participants will be introduced to 
a research-based approach that builds on family strengths.

Building Developmental Assets in School Communities. This workshop will in-
troduce the Developmental Assets framework and describe the connection to student 
achievement, show how to build assets for every student, and empower educators to initi-
ate, increase, and strengthen the asset-building efforts that already exist in their school.

Everyone’s an Asset Builder. This workshop introduces participants to Search Insti-
tute’s internationally-recognized research on the strengths and supports that enable young 
people to thrive. The workshop examines the power of individuals in shaping the lives of 
youth and the central role of relationships in building the Developmental Assets that all 
young people need.

Igniting Sparks. This workshop teaches participants how to help young people  
discover and develop their “sparks.” Sparks are young people’s interests and passions 
that light a fire in their lives and help them express who they are and what they can offer 
to the world. 

More Than Just a Place to Go. This workshop helps staff and partners of out-of-school 
time programs create and sustain extraordinary environments in which young people 
thrive and grow.

DYNAMIC WORKSHOPS AND PRESENTATIONS  
TO ENERGIZE YOUR PROGRAM, SCHOOL, OR COMMUNITY

Learn More 
Several other workshops and 
presentations are available. 
For more information contact 
Mary Shrader, Client/Part-
ner Services Coordinator, at: 
marys@search-institute.org 
or 612-692-5526.



NEW STRATEGIC INITIATIVES AT SEARCH INSTITUTE

Developmental Relationships
A developmental relationship is the close 
connection between a young person  
and an adult or between a young person 
and a peer that helps the young person 
develop a positive sense of identity and 
a thriving mindset. The Developmental  
Relationships Framework, being empiri-
cally examined through a major study, 
has identified 20 actions that help young 
people succeed. Tools are being developed 
to support parents, schools, organizations, 
and coalitions to strengthen developmental 
relationships across the contexts of young 
people’s lives.

The Perseverance Process
The Perseverance Process will help 
schools, family-serving organizations, 
youth programs, and mentoring partner-
ships solve one of the most pressing prob-
lems today:  motivating young people to 
undertake and complete the challenging 
academic work that is required for success 
in some type of college and a high-skill ca-
reer. The STICK TO IT framework helps 
students adopt mindsets and behaviors to 
persevere despite obstacles and challenges. 

Learn more at www.search-institute.org   •  1-877-240-7251
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Learn More
Download more information about these initiatives at  
www.search-institute.org.


